
PARKING REQUIRED
FOR A 2500 FT² 

90 SEAT RESTAURANT
b

BASIS FOR 
CALCULATION OF 

MINIMUM PARKING AT 
DINE-IN RESTAURANTS

c

seats or capacity

ft² public dining area

gross square feet

seats (*) or ft² + 
     # of employees

1 rectangle ( ) = 
1 space = 325 ft²

areas are propor tional
a

2500 ft² 
parkingrestaurant

In order to build a new restaurant in almost any city in the United 
States, you must also build the minimum number of parking spaces 
required by local ordinance. Parking minimums deny businesses the 
ability to choose how to allocate their resources in a way that might 
better serve customers and generate revenue. Without parking 
mandates, restaurants might decide that parking spots that are only 
used rarely are not worth the cost of constructing and maintaining.  
These costs, along with the price of the real estate the parking 
occupies, are passed along to all customers equally, regardless of 
whether they arrived in separate vehicles, carpooled, or did not 
drive at all. Thus patrons who use other modes of transit subsidize 
the meals of driving customers. Minimum parking requirements 
mandate that everyone shoulder the cost of sprawl with every 
purchase they make. Additionally, parking minimums reduce compe-
tition by artificially raising the cost of starting a new business. 

The graphs above show the requirements for major cities in the 
United States. While some cities specify lower minimums in certain 
zones or allow petitions for reductions on a case by case basis, the 
standard requirement before exceptions or reductions is shown. In 
rare cases where there is not a uniform standard, the highest 
standard has been used.

Off-street parking requirements exist to alleviate overcrowding of 
parking on the street, but perhaps cities should find ways to better 
manage their own property rather than forcing restaurants to build 
parking lots over twice the size of the buildings they accompany.

Ja
ck

so
nv

ill
e

Char lotte

Raleigh

Washington, D.C .

Baltimore

Sa
n 

Fr
an

ci
sc

o
C

hi
ca

go

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

D
.C

.
Pi

tt
sb

ur
gh

M
ilw

au
ke

e
M

in
ne

ap
ol

is
M

ia
m

i
M

em
ph

is
Se

at
tle

Po
r t

la
nd

, O
R

Ba
lti

m
or

e
Ph

ila
de

lp
hi

a
D

en
ve

r
O

rla
nd

o

A
lb

uq
ue

rq
ue

 
O

m
ah

a 
Ta

m
pa

Bo
st

on

N
ew

 O
rle

an
s

Sa
cr

am
en

to

H
ou

st
on

Lo
ui

sv
ill

e
Fr

es
no

El
 P

as
o

D
et

ro
it

A
tla

nt
a

C
ol

or
ad

o 
Sp

rin
gs

Tu
lsa

Lo
s A

ng
el

es

Ka
ns

as
 C

ity
, M

O
Tu

cs
on

Sa
n 

A
nt

on
io

D
al

la
s

A
us

tin
N

as
hv

ill
e

In
di

an
ap

ol
is

Ph
oe

ni
x

Ra
le

ig
h

C
ha

r lo
tt

e

Fo
r t

 W
or

th

O
kl

ah
om

a 
C

ity

Sa
n 

Jo
se

Sa
n 

D
ie

go

Philadelphia

Boston

Pittsburgh

Columbus

Cleveland

Detroit

Seattle

Por tland

Sacramento

Fresno

Los Angeles
Las Vegas

Colorado Springs Kansas City, MO

Memphis

Nashville

Louisville

Indianapolis

Chicago

Milwaukee

Omaha

Minneapolis

El Paso

Albuquerque

Tucson

Phoenix

Denver

Tulsa

Oklahoma City

Dallas

San Antonio Houston
New Orleans

Atlanta

Miami

Orlando

Jacksonville

Tampa

Austin

San Diego

San Jose

San
Francisco

La
s V

eg
as

C
le

ve
la

nd

C
ol

um
bu

s

parking area includes space between   symbols
a list of the pertinent sections of each city’s municipal code (with links) can 
be found at:  http://graphingparking.wordpress.com/sources/
calculations are based on a full service restaurant with 2500 gross square 
feet, 1500 ft² of dining space and 1000 ft² of kitchen and support space with 
90 seats (16 2/3 ft² dining space per seat), and 12 employees during the 
largest shift; the 11th edition of Architectural Graphic Standards estimates that 
each diner in a full service restaurant requires between 15 - 18 ft² of dining 
space per seat. (pp. 557)
median of cities that use gross square feet to calculate minimum parking

a -
b -
    
c - 

d -

PARKING
SPACE

VS
parking required by city governments across the United States

DINING
SPACE

Tom’s Diner

 90 SEAT RESTAURANT
12 EMPLOYEES 

2500 FT²

20 PARKING SPACES 
INCLUDING AISLES

6500 FT²
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